
 
 

The Dust Bowl: 
A Devastating Drama and Drought 



 
 

 
Dust storms could bury houses, cars, animals, farm, crops, etc. 



 
 

 
 



Without the native grasses, it was unfeasible to grow any crops.  Without these crucial crops, 
families were unable to feed themselves or maintain an income.  People left in droves (more than 
3 million!) to move in hopes of a better life.  Called “Oakies” because most/many were from 
Oklahoma, they loaded up their old trucks with pots, pans, suitcases, washtubs, and mattresses 
and moved in search of work, whether a job that was steady and stable or employment that was 
seasonal (such as a migrant worker, especially in California).  Unbeknownst to them, California, 
like the rest of the U.S., was in the midst of the Great Depression, and finding work was near 
impossible.  Many settled for negligible wages on farms in California. 
 

 
 
 


